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disaffected individuals are here wholly wanting, but they form
a decided minority, composed mainly of old chieftain families
dispossessed by the present government, and of their immediate
retainers. The rest of the inhabitants are all sincerely attached
to the Sa'ood dynasty and system, though the reason and de-
gree of their attachment are nowise the same. It is strongest in
the 'Aared, where religious sympathy is reinforced by national
bonds; the Sa'oods are natives of the land, and its long-
honoured chieftains, so that the government is here eminently
popular, or, to speak more exactly, upheld by the people.
Besides, a restless and warlike disposition, joined to poverty at
home, renders the character and consequences of the prevalent
system especially well pleasing to the highlanders of 'Aared.
However, even here exists a reactionary party, men who would
gladly see more tobacco and fewer prayers. Yet even these do
not precisely desire a change of dynasty, though in case of
Feysul's death they would prefer a Sa'ood to an 'Abd-Allah.
But in general the partisans of the latter and of strict orthodoxy
are at least seven to one throughout 'Aared. In a political and
moral point of view this province is, and always has been, of
the highest importance.

In the Yemamah popular feeling is not much dissimilar,
though it assumes a somewhat mitigated form. Here too there
prevails the deepest hereditary respect for the reigning family,
though the well-wishers of Sa'ood outnumber those of'Abd-Allah,
wherein Yemamah contrasts with 'Aared. The personal presence
of Sa'ood, and the less deep-grained dye of fanaticism in the
southerly province explain this difference. Both 'Aared and
Yemamah are meanwhile essentially Wahhabee.

In IJareek, old discord, cruel wars, and unpleasing memories
have left their traces, and there may be found many families
discontented not only with Wahhabeeism in general, but with
the family of Ebn-Sa'ood in particular. This was yet more the
case a few years back \ at the present day Sa'ood, by frequent
visits to Hootah, and a peculiar courtesy to its citizens, seems
to have won over the majority of hearts; and when the inevitable
contest shall ensue between the two brothers, 'Abd-Allah can
hardly reckon on a single sword or dagger in his behalf from
IJareek.
Aflaj, barren and savage, resembles 'Aared in its inhabitants,